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What We All Should Know...
by Jeffrey L. Sellon, P.E., C.F.E.I.

A surveillance camera filmed the fire.

A woman returned to the front seat of her car after starting the gas pump to fill her car.  As gas flowed into the tank, gas
fumes flowed out.  

The fumes combined with the air around the gas cap to form a flammable mixture.  The woman slid off the seat of her car,
walked to the gas cap and gas hose, and reached for the nozzle.

Static electricity discharged between her finger and the metal nozzle.  The discharge ignited the fumes.

Most of the cases involved women.  Women tend to re-enter their cars more often than men.  If you absolutely have to return
to your car, make sure you get out, close the door touching the metal to discharge before you touch the nozzle.

The Petroleum Equipment Institute investigated 150 such fires with more than half reported since 1999.

As a result, they started a Stop Static public safety campaign in June 2002, to warn the public about static electricity.  The
campaign is in its infancy because the problem is newly identified and understood.

Thus, while filling up....

1.  Turn Off Engine
2.  Don’t Smoke
3.  Never Re-enter Your Vehicle While Refueling

The institute also recently published procedures for testing the electrical continuity of fuel-dispensing hardware.  Now there
is a recommended practice for confirming such hardware is electrically continuous. 

More information can be obtained from www.pei.org.

Vehicle Accident Reconstruction

Phoenix has offered full engineering and laboratory services
to our clients for more than a year.  We also provide support
to the insurance and legal industries.  We are now able to offer
vehicle accident reconstruction as a service with the affiliation
of William Mael and Colorado Collision Consultants, Inc. 
 
Bill has been involved in the science and study of vehicle
crash reconstruction for over 18 years.  He is the owner of
Colorado Collision Consultants, Inc., serving the legal,
insurance, and transportation safety communities in crash
analysis, crash reconstruction, and traffic safety issues. 

In addition to working on numerous transportation related
research projects through Denver University Hospital, the
State of Colorado, and the US Dept. of Transportation, Bill is

recognized by the courts in Colorado and surrounding states as an expert in the field of accident reconstruction.  Bill is
certified as a Crash Data (“black box”) Retrieval Technician for General Motors/Vetronix and is ACTAR accredited.



Arson Investigator of the Year

Donald F. Peak, C.F.I., C.P.I.I., was recently
named the 2001 -2002 Arson Investigator of the
year by the Colorado Advisory Committee  on
Arson Prevention (CACAP).  The recipient of this
award is nominated by fellow investigators and
CACAP members for outstanding contributions in
the field of fire investigation.

Don founded Phoenix Investigations, Inc., in 1982
and retired from what is now known as West
Metro Fire Department in 1994.  He has
investigated more than 1300 fires and served the
investigation community for over 25 years.  

At Phoenix Investigations, Inc., our clients are nu mber one!
We appreciate your business and your satisfaction is our first priority.

Please call us at 1-800-580-7047 or 303-762-8487, fax 303-762-8510, 
or send e-mail to phoenixi@ix.netcom.com
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